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Kyoto,November 24, 2021

To: To all concerned.

Re: Parish Mass stipends and related travel expenses
| trust you find encouragement in your daily activities on behalf of the Gospel.

As the number of priests declines, it happens that priests in charge of a block may not be able
to celebrate Masses, so increasingly they ask priests from elsewhere to come to lead celebrations.
In addition, they request assistance from priests for foreign-language Masses.

Regulations for stipends and transportation expenses when requesting Masses for parishes
were issued on February 2, 2012. We are hereby announcing a revision of those regulations. The
chansis underlined in the Note below. (N.B. There may be some variation in language from the
2012 translation. The updated Japanese text remains normative.)

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.

Notes:

1. If a parish in a block requests that a priest from outside the block or assigned by
the Kyoto Diocese celebrate Mass, the actual transportation expenses will be paid from the
block account or, depending on the circumstances, the parish account. However
transportation expenses will not be paid if such expenses (gasoline, etc.) have already been
provided for by the block to which the priest belongs, a parish, or a religious institute.

2. A priest who has not been assigned by the Kyoto Diocese will receive a stipend
and transportation reimbursement. This does not apply if the priests involved have agreed to
exchange celebrations (“pulpit exchange”) with one another.

3. These regulations apply to all Masses whether in Japanese or another language.
4. All donations at a parish Sunday Mass belong to the parish account.
5. Other cases will be dealt with flexibly on a case-by-case basis.

Chancellor of Kyoto Diocese
Stephen Yoshiro Kitamura



